
472

Breeding Evidence

Possible

Probable

Con�rmed

Found in second atlas only

Found in �rst atlas only

Dan Busby

Fox Sparrow
Bruant fauve
Passerella iliaca

Confined primarily to barrens and mountaintops, the Fox Sparrow is familiar only 
to those who venture to our region’s more remote areas. However, across Canada, 
the Fox Sparrow is widespread, occurring from the Boreal Forest to the subarctic. 
The Maritimes represent the southernmost extent of its breeding range.

Here, the species is strongly associated with sapling or stunted coniferous for-
ests, and it is almost entirely restricted to high elevations and NS’s Atlantic Coast, 
where cool climates support habitats similar to those in the core of its range. In 
NB, the Fox Sparrow is strongly associated with sapling balsam fir forests, less 
so with spruce, and it occurs in regenerating clear-cuts and plantations. In NS, 
the Fox Sparrow inhabits krummholz shrublands, black spruce bogs, and coastal 
marshes. It is most abundant in the region’s taiga, highland, and upland areas 
and occurs in lower densities along the narrow strip of the coast influenced by 
wind and ocean spray.

The Fox Sparrow’s distribution changed little between atlases. However, the 
probability of observation declined in NB’s northwestern uplands and increased 
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in the central Highlands and southern Central Uplands. Increases were also seen 
in the Cape Breton Highlands. These regions have been subject to intensive tim-
ber management since the 1990s. Local changes in distribution likely reflect local 
habitat changes, as coniferous stands mature. The HELP similarly indicates that 
the Fox Sparrow has declined in northwestern NB but has remained stable in the 
rest of NB as well as NS, and in the Maritimes as a whole.

 — Rebecca Stewart
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