Bald Eagle
Pygargue à tête blanche
Haliaeetus leucocephalus

John Chardine

The Bald Eagle is symbolic of wilderness, but it has proved itself remarkably adaptable to a wide range of habitats, including agricultural landscapes. Distributed
throughout the Taiga, Boreal Forest, and Northwestern Forested Mountains, as
well as patchily south to the Gulf coast, the species exploits aquatic and grassland
habitats throughout the Maritimes. Here, it is most strongly associated with openwater habitats, from freshwater rivers, lakes, and ponds to saltwater estuaries
and bays.
The Bald Eagle is widespread across the Maritimes, with a greater concentration of records on PEI and throughout much of Cape Breton and mainland NS,
except the Western region. In NB, most observations are from the Valley Lowlands,
particularly along the Saint John River Valley, although the species occurs across
the province. The probability of observing the Bald Eagle is greatest around Bras
d’Or Lake, where preferred feeding and nesting habitat is most abundant.
This raptor is making a spectacular recovery from the effects of 19th-century shooting and 20th-century DDT and other contaminants. While its overall
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distribution throughout the Maritimes is largely unchanged, the probability of
observation trended skyward in all three provinces, most notably on PEI, where
the species has re-invaded the western half of the province, and in NS’s Valley and
Central Lowlands.
The Bald Eagle is long-lived with a low reproductive rate; thus, survival rates
of adults govern populations. Despite its recovery here and elsewhere, humancaused mortalities still occur from hunting, trapping, electrocutions, collisions,
and death from contaminants such as lead. A downturn in the Maritime livestock
industry since 2000 has resulted in less dead stock to be scavenged, which may in
turn have lowered winter survival, especially of juveniles. NB relisted the species
as regionally endangered as of June 2013.
— Rosemary Curley
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