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Black-throated Green Warbler
Paruline à gorge noire
Setophaga virens

To atlassers, the Black-throated Green Warbler — the atlas’s flagship species — will forever 
represent umpteen hours of navigating back roads, being eaten alive by mosquitoes, and 
recording hundreds of birds. For others, it is one of the more easily recognized wood-warblers, 
known for its loud, buzzy repertoire. Its breeding range extends across the southeastern 
Boreal Forest and Boreal Hardwood Transition, down through the Appalachians.

In the Maritimes, the Black-throated Green Warbler is associated primarily with older 
deciduous, coniferous, and mixed forests, and it tends to occupy dry habitats. It may also 
take advantage of habitats created by timber harvesting if some mature components and 
structural complexity are maintained.

The species is fairly evenly distributed across the region, slightly less so in NB’s Eastern 
Lowlands and in the Highland and Taiga regions. It is relatively abundant throughout main-
land NS and PEI, and across southern NB. Highest densities are in areas characterized by 
older, mixed forests, including NB’s southern Valley Lowlands, the Caledonia Uplands and 
adjacent Fundy Coast, the NS Uplands, and Western NS.

The Black-throated Green Warbler was widespread in both atlas periods with no major 
changes in its overall distribution, although some localized changes are apparent. On the 
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whole, the probability of observation increased across much of the Maritimes, 
most notably in the Valley Lowlands and on PEI, although moderate declines can 
be seen in NB’s Eastern Lowlands and Northern Uplands. BBS data show that, 
despite a decrease in NS and PEI since the 1970s, this species is stable or increasing 
across most of its range. The reasons for localized changes seen here are unclear.

 — Rebecca Stewart
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Canada Warbler
Paruline du Canada
Cardellina canadensis

Between the Canada Warbler’s skulky behaviour and the variable jumble of notes 
that makes up its song, this species is one of the more elusive Maritime wood-
warblers. The bulk of its breeding range is in Canada, extending from the Maritimes 
across the Northern Forests and patchily down the Appalachians.

In the Maritimes, the Canada Warbler is associated with mature cedar swamps 
and other wet habitats such as beaver ponds and forested wetlands, as well as with 
complex, mature or regenerating mixed forests, partial cuts, and shrublands. Forest 
structural diversity appears to be more important than tree species composition.

The Canada Warbler is widely distributed, occurring in every region. Its 
core area of abundance is in NB’s Valley Lowlands, where wetlands are diverse 
and dense understoreys are common. Other high-density pockets occur in NB’s 
Northern Uplands, the NS Uplands, and Western NS.

The Canada Warbler’s distribution changed little between atlases, but the 
probability of observation declined dramatically across much of the region, 
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particularly in NB’s uplands and Eastern Lowlands, and in Eastern NS. Exceptions 
include small pockets in the northern Valley Lowlands and Western NS.

Declines in population indices across Canada led COSEWIC to assess the spe-
cies as Threatened in 2008. Factors causing declines may include forestry practices 
that reduce available understorey, as well as the degradation or loss of forested 
wetlands. Habitat degradation and loss on the wintering grounds have likely also 
contributed to declines.

 — Rebecca Stewart
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Merv Cormier

Wilson’s Warbler
Paruline à calotte noire
Cardellina pusilla

With its distinctive black cap, the Wilson’s Warbler is instantly recognizable, even 
though birders often catch only a glimpse of this species as it flits rapidly through 
its dense boggy or riparian habitat. In the Maritimes, this northern species is near 
the southernmost limit of its range, which includes the Boreal Forest, Taiga, and 
Northwestern Forested Mountains. Here, it breeds in regenerating clear-cuts and 
shrubby wet areas, especially those with young fir, spruce, or poplar.

In the Maritimes, the Wilson’s Warbler occurs mainly in NB, with records from 
every region in the province. There are also scattered records elsewhere but very 
few on PEI, where breeding has yet to be confirmed. In NB, abundance appears 
highest in the Highlands and in parts of the Central and Northern uplands, in 
industrial forests where the species makes use of regenerating vegetation after 
logging. In NS, the probability of observation is highest in the Cape Breton Taiga.

The distribution of the Wilson’s Warbler was similar between atlases, although 
the species was absent from many squares where it was previously detected. The 
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probability of observation declined, particularly in NB’s Eastern Lowlands and 
northwestern Highlands, which is consistent with declines shown by the BBS over 
the same period. The causes of these declines are unknown, but the species’ use 
of young forest, including regenerating clear-cuts, may implicate factors outside 
of the breeding range.

 — Greg Campbell
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Steve Baranoff

Yellow-breasted Chat
Paruline polyglotte
Icteria virens

Its large size and mimid-like song make the Yellow-breasted Chat unlike any 
other wood-warbler. The species has an eastern population, subspecies virens, 
found through much of the Eastern Temperate Forests; and a western popula-
tion, subspecies auricollis, that has a more scattered and disjunct range, including 
the Prairie Potholes, southern Rockies, and Pacific coast. The eastern subspecies 
inhabits scrubby, early successional habitats such as overgrown fields, forest edges, 
and power line corridors.

The Maritimes are northeast of the Yellow-breasted Chat’s typical breeding 
range, although the species does occur here as a regular vagrant during fall migra-
tion. Spring and summer records are known only from NB and NS, and there are 
no confirmed breeding records. The three atlas records, two from NB’s Valley 
Lowlands and one from Eastern NS, are all of singing, presumably unpaired males, 
two of which appeared to maintain territories for at least part of the breeding 
season. All occurred in suitable breeding habitat: brush along an abandoned 
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airstrip, a scrubby marsh, and a small clearing surrounded by low shrubs and alders 
near the Musquodoboit River.

Declines have been recorded in the peripheral parts of this species’ range, 
and Ontario and British Columbia populations have been assessed by COSEWIC as 
Endangered. Yellow-breasted Chats in the Maritimes during the breeding season 
are almost certainly individuals from the Eastern Temperate Forests of the US, 
where, in many areas, they remain quite common.

 — John Klymko

Yellow-breasted Chat

Steve Baranoff
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Eastern Towhee
Tohi à flancs roux
Pipilo erythrophthalmus

Most Maritimers would happily comply with the Eastern Towhee’s musical sug-
gestion to “drink your tea!” — if only the song were more commonly heard. The 
Eastern (formerly Rufous-sided) Towhee has never been confirmed to breed 
in the Maritimes, although the handful of records in both the first and second 
atlases suggest that it may, now or in the future. A species primarily of the Eastern 
Temperate Forests, the closest confirmed breeding locations for this uniquely 
patterned sparrow are in southern Maine and Québec. Throughout its range it is 
typically associated with edge habitats and is generally found in dense, shrubby 
thickets with a well-developed layer of leaf litter.

In the Maritimes, the Eastern Towhee is found very sparingly. The few birds 
reported here were all apparently lone singing males, which may well have been 
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non-breeders that strayed north of the regular range. There is no obvious change 
in the species’ occurrence from the first atlas, which similarly produced a handful 
of records, although in different squares. Given the towhee’s preference for edge 
and successional habitats and the lack of breeding records for the Maritimes, the 
change in squares is not surprising. Nonetheless, the locations of the scattered 
records are consistent in that they are all in lowland or coastal areas. Population 
declines across most of the species’ range, likely caused by habitat loss, have abated 
recently. Time and patience, and perhaps a bit of luck, may someday reveal the 
solid breeding evidence that has so far eluded Maritime birders.

 — Becky Whittam

Eastern Towhee
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Chipping Sparrow
Bruant familier
Spizella passerina

A jaunty chestnut cap highlights this drab sparrow with a monotonous trill for 
a song. Through the summer it is a frequent visitor to Maritime lawns and gar-
dens. The Maritimes are at the northeastern edge of the breeding range, which 
extends northwest through the Boreal Forest to Alaska and south into Central 
America. Throughout its range, the Chipping Sparrow is found in habitats with a 
combination of shrubby trees and scattered openings. In the Maritimes, it nests 
most frequently around human habitation, usually near cultivated grasslands. It 
typically places nests in dense conifers, often along hedgerows, and forages on 
lawns and roadsides.

The species is widespread in our region but rare along much of the Atlantic 
Coast, in Western NS, and in NB’s Highlands and uplands, all areas where preferred 
habitats are scarce. The Chipping Sparrow is more common in NB’s lowlands and 
on PEI, and its abundance pattern closely mirrors the distribution of travel routes 
and human settlement.
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The probability of observation declined across much of the Maritimes, most 
obviously in NB’s Northern and Central uplands. The BBS shows similar declines 
across Canada, which may be linked to the loss of open and edge habitats as farm-
land reverts to forest. In the Maritimes, however, habitat availability has changed 
little and may have even increased because of forestry practices. Thus reasons for 
the declines are not obvious and may vary across the species’ range.

 — Dave McCorquodale
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Samuel Denault

Clay-colored Sparrow
Bruant des plaines
Spizella pallida

The Clay-colored Sparrow’s odd buzzy song is rarely heard in the Maritimes, so when it is 
heard it certainly attracts attention, yet breeding has never been confirmed here. It is pre-
dominantly a western bird, breeding in the northern Great Plains and into the Boreal Forest. 
During the last century its breeding range expanded eastward across the Boreal Hardwood 
Transition, and the nearest confirmed breeding is in Québec along the St. Lawrence River, 
only 160 km west of the NB border.

The Clay-colored Sparrow typically breeds where shrubs and grasses dominate. Potential 
habitats in the Maritimes include sedge margins of bogs and fens, blueberry barrens, 
Christmas tree plantations, and regenerating old fields. Atlas records are widely scattered 
throughout NB and NS, with no areas of concentration. Most records were of singing males 
only, and no squares had records in more than one year. Thus many occurrences may have 
represented unpaired males rather than actual breeding.

Given the increase in records from just 2 squares in the first atlas to 11 squares in the 
second, this species may be increasing here as adjacent eastern populations expand. BBS data 
indicate a decline in Canadian populations overall, however, driven by significant declines 
in the western part of the species’ range.

 — Sean Blaney
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Field Sparrow
Bruant des champs
Spizella pusilla

The Field Sparrow is infrequently observed by Maritime birders, but its loud and distinctive 
song, an accelerating series of whistles, makes it relatively easy to detect when present. The 
Maritimes are just beyond the northeastern limit of the Field Sparrow’s regular breeding 
range, which extends throughout the Eastern Temperate Forests and Great Plains. There have 
been only two breeding confirmations documented in the Maritimes, both in western NB.

The Field Sparrow is somewhat inaccurately named since it requires significant cover of 
shrubs or small trees for nesting, typically old-field habitats where grass dominates and there 
is scattered woody vegetation. In the Maritimes, the species has been found in old fields with 
scattered spruce and fir saplings, in Christmas tree plantations, and in residential areas with 
planted and natural conifer saplings. For the second atlas, the Field Sparrow was found thinly 
scattered through NB and NS, but it was confirmed as breeding in only one square in north-
western NB. As with other species at the edge of their range, many of the records are likely 
to represent unpaired males rather than persistent populations or isolated breeding events.

The 10 NB and 7 NS squares in which the Field Sparrow was recorded represent an increase 
from just 3 NB squares in the first atlas. However, given the relatively small number of rec-
ords in both atlases, the significance of the increase in number of squares occupied is not 
entirely clear. The BBS indicates the North American population is declining significantly, a 
trend that may be attributable to habitat succession and urbanization.

 — Sean Blaney

Dan Busby
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Vesper Sparrow
Bruant vespéral
Pooecetes gramineus

The Vesper Sparrow’s plumage may be muted, but the flash of its white tail margins 
in flight and its far-carrying song are certainly distinct. The Vesper Sparrow breeds 
from the Maritimes west through the Boreal Hardwood Transition and Appalachian 
Mountains across the northern Great Plains to the Rockies and Great Basin.

In the core of its range, the Great Plains, the Vesper Sparrow is associated 
with a variety of grassland and shrubland habitats. Similarly, in the Maritimes it 
is strongly associated with open bare ground and shrublands, which are typically 
commercial wild blueberry fields. Thus the Vesper Sparrow is uncommon and local 
in the lowlands of NB, and in NS it is almost completely restricted to the northern 
half of the province, where records are concentrated in the Northumberland 
Lowlands and adjacent Cobequid Mountains.

Although the probability of observing the Vesper Sparrow is low here, and 
therefore trends are difficult to interpret, it appears to have declined. BBS data 
corroborate this trend both regionally and continent-wide. As well, the species’ 
distribution has contracted somewhat. Given its association with blueberry fields, 
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many of which have been created in recent decades, Vesper Sparrow populations 
may be shifting to areas where wild blueberry production has recently expanded, 
such as NB’s Eastern Lowlands, and a significant proportion of the Maritime popu-
lation may now depend on that habitat. Conversely, local declines, such as in NB’s 
Valley Lowlands, may be linked to a decline in the non-blueberry agricultural 
habitats used by the species as well as to reduced immigration from declining 
populations elsewhere.

 — Sean Blaney
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Savannah Sparrow
Bruant des prés
Passerculus sandwichensis

The Savannah Sparrow is one of the most common and characteristic birds of 
open, grassy habitats throughout our region. It breeds continent-wide, save for 
the southern deserts and plains, and is represented as a breeder in the Maritimes 
by two subspecies: the widespread Eastern Savannah Sparrow, P. s. savanna, and 
our only truly endemic breeding bird, the larger, paler, Ipswich Savannah Sparrow, 
P. s. princeps (see box).

In the Maritimes, the Savannah Sparrow has greatly benefited from conversion 
of forest to open agricultural fields. Atlas habitat analyses show a strong affinity 
for cultivated grassland as well as shrublands and hedgerows, and abundance is 
strongly correlated with agricultural areas, such as PEI, NS’s Valley and Central 
Lowlands, and the Upper Saint John River Valley. The Savannah Sparrow also 
prefers naturally open habitats such as coastal beaches, dune meadows, salt-
marshes, and, less frequently, bogs. Therefore, it is also abundant along parts of 
the Northumberland coastline, particularly in areas where its preferred habitats of 
agricultural areas and saltmarshes meet. High abundance on the Acadian Peninsula 
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of NB may be partly explained by the species’ use of bog or peatland habitats and 
commercial blueberry fields.

The probability of observation was stable overall but with local increases and 
decreases. BBS data show regional and national declines probably caused by more 
intensive agricultural practices, reforestation, and urbanization.

 —  Sean Blaney
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Ipswich Sparrow

The Ipswich Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis prin-
ceps) is a pale, heavy-set subspecies of the Savannah 
Sparrow. It breeds almost exclusively on Sable Island. 
Next to the island’s horses, it is arguably Sable Island’s 
best-known inhabitant.

If it were considered to be a separate species from 
other Savannah Sparrows, then the Ipswich Sparrow 
would be one of only two songbird species that breed 
only in Canada. (The other is the Harris’s Sparrow, 
Zonotrichia querula, of the south-central Arctic). Since 
1978, however, the Ipswich Sparrow has been treated 
as a subspecies of the Savannah Sparrow.

Bird populations are considered to be separate 
species when they are distinct from other popula-
tions. For many biologists “distinct” means each 
population must be following its own evolutionary 
track. The Ipswich Sparrow certainly has a distinct 
appearance — a heavy build, short tail, and pale gray 
plumage — but the only genetic study of its evolu-
tionary relationships suggests that it hasn’t parted 
company from other Savannah Sparrows (Zink, et al. 
2005). Part of the reason may be that Ipswich Sparrows 
occasionally breed along coastal mainland NS, where 
they may pair with “typical” Savannah Sparrows.

Nevertheless, the Ipswich Sparrow’s distinctiveness 
makes it worth conserving. That lesson was learn-
ed the hard way when the Dusky Seaside Sparrow 
(Ammodramus maritimus nigrescens), a similarly dis-
tinctive form of the Seaside Sparrow from southern 
Florida, went extinct in 1987, largely due to public 
disinterest in subspecies.

Targeted surveys for the Ipswich Sparrow done 
between 1967 and 1995 estimated between 1,250 
and 3,400 birds, but surveys in 1998, 2006, and 2013 
showed that its abundance had nearly doubled to an 
estimated 5,500 to 6,700 birds. Despite the popula-
tion’s increase and recent stability, its numbers are 
closely tied to weather conditions during migration 
and wintering, and the population has been known 
to crash after harsh winters. The Ipswich Sparrow was 
listed as Special Concern in Canada soon after one of 
these declines in the early 1970s. This designation is 
likely to remain unchanged because of this subspecies’ 
restricted breeding distribution and its vulnerability 
to catastrophic events.

— Julie McKnight and Andy Horn

Chris Pepper
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Le Conte’s Sparrow
Bruant de Le Conte
Ammodramus leconteii

The secretive Le Conte’s Sparrow sings its unobtrusive, buzzy, hissing song while remaining 
concealed in the wet grass- and sedge-dominated marshes and meadows in which it breeds. 
It is very poorly known to most Maritime birders; there are few records in any season, and 
there had been no evidence of breeding in the region prior to 2007, when an apparently 
unmated male was found on territory in a hayfield just west of Sussex, NB. The occurrence 
of the Le Conte’s Sparrow as a potential breeding species in the Maritimes is, however, not 
entirely surprising, since it has bred in Québec along the St. Lawrence River, within 100 km 
of northwestern NB.

The Le Conte’s Sparrow is a species of the central and western Boreal Forest and north-
ernmost Great Plains, with small disjunct populations farther east. There is potentially 
suitable habitat in our region, especially in the boggy lowlands of NB, and the Le Conte’s 
Sparrow could occur in summer more regularly than the single atlas record would indicate. 
Occurrence at very low densities could easily remain undetected given the elusive behaviour 
of the species, the relative inaccessibility of its preferred habitats, and the limited number 
of Maritimers familiar with its song. Further fieldwork is needed to determine whether the 
lone atlas record is an anomaly.

 — Sean Blaney

Le Conte’s Sparrow

Merv Cormier
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Merv Cormier

Nelson’s Sparrow
Bruant de Nelson
Ammodramus nelsoni

The unmusical song of the Nelson’s Sparrow, likened to bacon hitting a hot frying pan, is a 
characteristic sound of Maritime saltmarshes. The species breeds along coasts throughout 
the region, extending well inland along tidal rivers. The Maritimes, together with the Maine 
coast and tidal portions of the St. Lawrence River, is one of three disjunct regions in which 
the Nelson’s Sparrow breeds, the others being the Hudson Plain and the larger area from 
the northern Prairie Potholes to the Taiga plains. On the Atlantic coast south of Maine, the 
Nelson’s Sparrow is replaced by the Saltmarsh Sparrow, with which it was formerly considered 
conspecific under the name Sharp-tailed Sparrow.

More than any of our other songbirds, the Nelson’s Sparrow is strongly tied to saltmarsh. 
In the Grand Lake Lowlands and along the Lower Saint John River, it occurs in large sedge- 
and grass-dominated freshwater marshes, but otherwise it is found mainly in saline or 
brackish marshes. Atlas habitat analyses confirm this association throughout the Maritimes. 
This species is most readily detected where large saltmarshes are most frequent, such as on 
PEI, along the Upper Bay of Fundy and its tidal river tributaries, and in coastal areas of the 
Eastern and Northumberland lowlands.
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Atlas analyses suggest a relatively stable distribution in the Maritimes with 
some small local changes in the probability of observation, particularly increases 
on western PEI and the Northumberland Strait, balanced by small declines along 
the Lower Oromocto River, Annapolis Valley, and NS’s southern Atlantic Coast. 
Regionally, saltmarsh extent has been relatively stable in recent decades, but 
that overall constancy does not rule out the possibility of local changes in habitat 
suitability.

 — Sean Blaney
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Margaret Campbell
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Fox Sparrow
Bruant fauve
Passerella iliaca

Confined primarily to barrens and mountaintops, the Fox Sparrow is familiar only 
to those who venture to our region’s more remote areas. However, across Canada, 
the Fox Sparrow is widespread, occurring from the Boreal Forest to the subarctic. 
The Maritimes represent the southernmost extent of its breeding range.

Here, the species is strongly associated with sapling or stunted coniferous for-
ests, and it is almost entirely restricted to high elevations and NS’s Atlantic Coast, 
where cool climates support habitats similar to those in the core of its range. In 
NB, the Fox Sparrow is strongly associated with sapling balsam fir forests, less 
so with spruce, and it occurs in regenerating clear-cuts and plantations. In NS, 
the Fox Sparrow inhabits krummholz shrublands, black spruce bogs, and coastal 
marshes. It is most abundant in the region’s taiga, highland, and upland areas 
and occurs in lower densities along the narrow strip of the coast influenced by 
wind and ocean spray.

The Fox Sparrow’s distribution changed little between atlases. However, the 
probability of observation declined in NB’s northwestern uplands and increased 
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in the central Highlands and southern Central Uplands. Increases were also seen 
in the Cape Breton Highlands. These regions have been subject to intensive tim-
ber management since the 1990s. Local changes in distribution likely reflect local 
habitat changes, as coniferous stands mature. The HELP similarly indicates that 
the Fox Sparrow has declined in northwestern NB but has remained stable in the 
rest of NB as well as NS, and in the Maritimes as a whole.

 — Rebecca Stewart
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Song Sparrow
Bruant chanteur
Melospiza melodia

The Song Sparrow is a favourite bird in our region, partly because its melodious 
song signals the end of the long Maritime winter. The Maritimes approach the 
northeastern limit of the Song Sparrow’s breeding range, which extends from 
the Boreal Forest south across the whole of North America, excluding the dry 
southern deserts and plains. Throughout its range, it occupies a wide variety of 
habitat types from shrubby waterways to coastal saltmarshes only requiring the 
presence of at least some water. In the Maritimes, it is most strongly associated 
with human-occupied areas and cultivated grasslands.

The Song Sparrow was one of the most frequently detected species for the 
second atlas. Found throughout the Maritimes, it often breeds near settled areas, 
and it is relatively intolerant of heavily forested areas. Thus it occurs only sparsely 
in NB’s central Highlands, and it is most abundant in the Maritimes’ lowlands, 
particularly in NS and PEI, where the Song Sparrow’s preference for rural and 
agricultural areas is especially apparent.
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The probability of observation was relatively unchanged in NS and PEI. In NB, 
however, increases and decreases were seen in different parts of the province. 
Notable increases were in areas where the species is most abundant, such as the 
Grand Lake Lowlands, while decreases occurred where the Song Sparrow is less 
abundant. BBS data suggest that following a decline in NB in the 1970s, this spe-
cies has remained stable in the Maritimes. Current threats are few, particularly in 
light of contemporary land use practices, such as agriculture and suburbanization, 
that appear to benefit the species.

 — Brian Starzomski
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Dan Busby

Lincoln’s Sparrow
Bruant de Lincoln
Melospiza lincolnii

One of our least-known sparrows, the Lincoln’s Sparrow is an uncommon boreal 
species that specializes in skulking low and out of sight in dense cover. Its pres-
ence is best revealed by its warbling, wren-like song, a beautiful counterpoint to 
its soggy, buggy habitat. The Lincoln’s Sparrow is found across North America in 
boreal and taiga regions to the tree line, as well as in montane habitats of western 
North America. The Maritimes form the southeast corner of this range.

Here, the species is most frequently associated with conifer-treed bogs and 
the margins of open bogs, but the Lincoln’s Sparrow also uses wet areas within 
regenerating forest, shrubland, and bareland. The species is widespread and 
common throughout much of the region, except Western NS, where it nears the 
southern edge of its breeding range. The largest area of abundance is in Cape 
Breton, where coniferous bogs and cooler climes dominate the landscape. Other 
areas of high abundance with similar conditions include NB’s Central Uplands with 
its plentiful regenerating conifer plantations and the northern Eastern Lowlands, 
another area dominated by bogs.
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The Lincoln’s Sparrow’s probability of observation declined throughout the 
core of its Maritime distribution, except in the Cape Breton Taiga. The BBS sug-
gests similar declines in the Maritimes but a relatively stable trend for Canada as 
a whole. The reasons for any decline in our region are unclear. Declines elsewhere 
have been attributed to factors such as insecticide application and recreational 
use of habitat, which are unlikely to apply here.

 — Brian Starzomski
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John Chardine

Swamp Sparrow
Bruant des marais
Melospiza georgiana

The Swamp Sparrow is a locally common bird of cattail marshes and other wet areas 
characterized by emergent vegetation and suitable singing perches. Because these 
habitats tend to be impenetrable, the Swamp Sparrow is most often detected at 
a distance by its song; only with careful observation can the male be seen sing-
ing from a prominent perch within the wetland. This species is a bird of swampy 
areas from the tree line south through the northern half of the Eastern Temperate 
Forests, so the Maritimes are centred on the eastern edge of its range.

Here, it is associated mainly with freshwater marshes, especially in NB, but 
it also occurs in other wetlands, particularly bogs in NS and wet areas near the 
sandy coastlines of PEI. It is well distributed throughout the region, but it is most 
frequently found in wetland-rich areas, such as NB’s Grand Lake Lowlands and 
southern Valley Lowlands, Western NS, and the bogs of the Cape Breton Taiga.

Although there was little change in overall distribution, the Swamp Sparrow 
was encountered much more frequently in the second atlas period, especially 
in mainland NS and on PEI. Similarly, the BBS shows a stable population in the 
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Maritimes over the same time period. There are few threats to the species’ con-
tinued persistence, since much of the damage to its preferred habitats probably 
happened well before the first atlas period, when draining of wetlands was much 
more common in the region.

 — Brian Starzomski
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